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National Audubon Society 
recently completed a new
analysis of eastern forests 
to determine the best 
blocks of intact forest for 
protection efforts.

These “priority forest
blocks” are the best 
habitat areas for birds who 
require forests that have 
minimal fragmentation to 
successfully raise young.
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A statewide view of the highest value forest blocks shows the Loyalsock
State Forest as extremely high quality. 

Pennsylvania Priority Forest Blocks



That reinforces what we already know, as we had previously designated 
the state forest in 1996 as an Audubon “Important Bird Area” based on 
years of breeding bird surveys. (BOF changed the name to Loyalsock SF)



In addition, Pennsylvania Game Commission ornithologists
conducted an analysis of the data from the recently-completed 
statewide Breeding Bird Atlas, and determined that the Loyalsock
State Forest contains a large quantity of “Critical Forest Bird Habitat.”



Why is this forest so
special? 

It is a large, relatively un-
fragmented forest block, 
with a checkerboard of 
wet, boggy wetlands and
springs, and hundreds of 
headwater streams.

Photo by Nicholas A.Tonelli/flickr.com



The forest’s size, water quantity and quality, and overall 
health make it an especially valuable woodland habitat.
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Rock Run / Old Logger’s 
Path area 



This map of the Old Logger’s Path area of the
Loyalsock State Forest shows the many headwater
streams emanating from this part of the forest.



Let’s zoom in . . .



The yellow line is 
Old Logger’s Path 

hiking trail



The trail winds through the quiet forest with a number of beautiful vistas. 



Rock Run is clear, cold and strewn with glacial boulders.



Small waterfalls abound that have carved numerous rock shutes and deep pools . . . 



. . . creating a very special place for wildlife and people.



Let’s zoom in to the lower part of this area . . .
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This area within the  
purple ellipse, just west 
of the Sharp Top Vista, 
was targeted by 
Anadarko Corporation 
last year with an initial 
proposal to DCNR to 
construct a network of 
wide roads, well pads 
and gathering lines.

Note the wetland 
symbols running north 
to south through the 
middle of this area.
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These unique, fragile, boggy wetland areas form the headwaters of countless 
pristine tributaries in the forest; and are home to numerous species of state 
concern, including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and plants.

Headwater
Areas



In fact, much of
this entire map
had been
targeted by
Anadarko in their
2011 proposal to
DCNR for well
pads, new and
much wider
existing roads,
wide pipeline
corridors,
compressor
stations, and
staging areas for
equipment.



Marcellus Shale
drilling in this 
state forest would
devastate the wet
forest ecology 
and eliminate 
many of the 
species from
living here. You
cannot just avoid 
a few areas and 
keep the ecology 
of this type of 
forest intact.

The species
depending on this
special place are
here because it is
quiet, wet, and 
unfragmented.
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One particular bird of note found here:



4����#��!��	��	�"������"���!�	B���B�C	�"�

#��!�$��%�&C�����C��B'B�'�	�����(��AB�)

�A���0��B�"��.�B��������!��

��!!CAAC�	,�-�����'����C�"�

��.��B�������	�5�	�.�A��&C&��C#�

#���AB�"���B��	"A��	"���	C#���

AB�	"A�C	��2B�	AC&���0��	"�#���ABA�

����0��A��&�",6 �	"�5ACB�A�	��"�

0��B��BC�	��CB����	����A���##��A�6

-�����'����C�"���.��B�������B���.��C�����A���� �	���C



F�����B� �	����

A number of other bird species 
nest in the Loyalsock State Forest 
that require intact, healthy forests 
to successfully raise young.
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Due to the “wet forest”
nature of the Loyalsock, 
many insects abound 
enabling these birds to 
nest in higher densities 
than many other drier 
forests.
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Ornithologists
consider the
Loyalsock State
Forest a critical
“nursery” for
Pennsylvania’s
deep forest-nesting
bird species.
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If Marcellus Shale gas 
drilling occurs in this 
forest, it will result in a 
“Silent Spring” in the 
Loyalsock for some of 
these species.
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We have a “continental 
responsibility” to ensure 
that the habitat for these 
birds is protected.



Is this the future we want for the Loyalsock State Forest?



The Loyalsock State Forest is a truly wild and 
undisturbed part of Pennsylvania. For many, it is 
Pennsylvania’s “Wild Alaska” – a place that deserves 
the best protection possible. It is a priceless state 
treasure that belongs to the people of Pennsylvania.

Photo by Nicholas A.Tonelli



Photo by Nicholas A.Tonelli

The Governor and his appointees at DCNR 
should do everything in their power to protect it 
for future generations of Pennsylvanians and for 
the wildlife that depend upon it for survival.


